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David Fix, HC 60, Box 102-A, Idleyld Park, OR 97447 
Martha Sawyer, UN. River Drive, Roseburg, OR 97470 

This is the second i n a series of 3 sub-
regional b i r d checklists for Douglas 
Coun t y , Oregon. A checkli s t for the D o u -
glas County coast appeared i n OB 14(1): 
93-106, S p r i n g 1988. Th is checklist cov
ers the mounta ins of eastern Douglas 
County, a port ion of w h a t is commonly 
referred to as the Western Cascades. I t 
is the largest of the 3 subregions covered 
by this series. 

The checklist we present here has 
been compiled by F i x d u r i n g the course 
of 6 seasons of outdoor w o r k w i t h the 
U.S. Forest Service on D i a m o n d Lake 
Ranger D i s t r i c t (R.D.) of the U m p q u a 
N a t i o n a l Forest, 1984-1990, t o t a l l i n g 
some 7000 hours of field t ime . Also i n 
cluded are 6 years o f s ightings f r o m 
1978 to 1984 by local b irders . Sawyer 
has contributednumerous sightings, and 

assisted w i t h f i n e - t u n i n g the seasonal 
abundance graphs. 

The l i s t specifically treats D i a m o n d 
Lake R.D. because the b u l k of b i r d i n g i n 
eastern Douglas County has taken place 
there, therefore th is area has provided 
the basis for most of our recent in for 
mat ion . Personal experience, and con
versations w i t h n a t u r a l i s t s i n other 
portions of the checklist area, have as
sured us t h a t the checklist w i l l reflect 
the occurrence and abundance of most 
species elsewhere i n the east county. 
Exceptions to th i s involve waterb irds 
wh i ch concentrate on D i a m o n d Lake , 
and some landbirds wh i ch are restr icted 
i n numbers to D iamond Lake R.D. 

The west side of the southern Cas
cades n o r t h of Crater Lake and south of 
W i l l a m e t t e Pass, the area under consid-
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erat ion here, is a s p r a w l i n g region of 
publ ic ly -held t imber lands . I t is topo
graphically and biologically complex, and 
remote f rom t r a d i t i o n a l centers of Or
egon b i rd ingac t iv i ty . I t has u n t i l recently 
seen very l i t t l e b i r d i n g coverage, and 
remains essentially u n k n o w n to most 
Oregon birders . For these reasons, we 
feel i t is appropr iate to preface the 
checklist w i t h a synopsis of gross habi 
t a t types and a site guide to the better 
b i r d i n g spots. The fo l lowing summary 
accompanies the ranger d is tr i c t check
l i s t m a i n t a i n e d and updated at Toketee 
Ranger Stat ion (Diamond Lake R.D.), 
andis included here w i t h minor changes. 

D i a m o n d Lake Ranger Dis t r i c t is 
the easternmost d is t r i c t of the U m p q u a 
N a t i o n a l Forest. I t extends f rom the 
Calapooya M o u n t a i n s south to the 
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Rogue-Umpqua Div ide and Crater Lake 
N a t i o n a l P a r k , and f r o m Boulder Creek 
and Copeland Creek east to the crest o f 
the Cascade Range. Elevat ions on the 
d i s t r i c t range f r o m about 1600 feet to 
near ly 9200 feet. W i t h i n t h i s area, forest 
and b r u s h l a n d communit ies , lakes and 
reservoirs , a n d var ious m a n - a l t e r e d 
hab i tats combine to create a broad mo
saic o f av ian env i ronments . T h i s check
l i s t offers i n f o r m a t i o n of the compara
t i v e seasonal abundance , p r e f e r r e d 
hab i ta ts , and breed ing status of 235 
species re l iab ly recorded by U.S.D.A. 
F o r e s t Service p e r s o n n e l , v i s i t i n g 
b irders , and local residents d u r i n g the 
13 years 1978 to 1990. 

N o t e s o n B i r d i n g S i t e s 
The m o u n t a i n e n v i r o n m e n t offers 

m a n y surprises for the b i r d observer 
most accustomed to val ley , coastal, or 
d e s e r t b i r d i n g . D i v e r s i t y a m o n g 
landbirds is considerable, despite the 
common first impress ion t h a t the forest 
cover possesses l i t t l e v a r i a b i l i t y . Semi-
open clearcuts create a s trong a t t rac t i on 
for seed-eating b i rds . L a w n s , yards , 
b i rd feeders , a n d s h r u b b e r y a r o u n d 
Toketee Ranger Sta t i on create an oasis 
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of sorts for m a n y m i g r a n t landbirds 
d u r i n g the peak of m i g r a t i o n . 

T o k e t e e R a n g e r S t a t i o n : Th is is 
an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e complex and smal l 
c o m m u n i t y on a po int of l a n d at the 
confluence of the N o r t h U m p q u a River 
and Clearwater River , 19 miles west of 
the Cascade crest a t 2550 feet. Large 
numbers of sparrows and other seed-
eaters flock to feeding stations near the 
office complex d u r i n g A p r i l , M a y , and 
early June. Numbers o fLazul i Bunt ings , 
C h i p p i n g S p a r r o w s , B l a c k - h e a d e d 
Grosbeaks, Purple and Cassin's Finches, 
and Dark-eyed Juncos m a y 
be seen near the R.S. office 
bu i ld ings a t t h i s t i m e , par 
t i c u l a r l y d u r i n g m i d - m o r n 
i n g . Orchard Oriole and I n 
digo B u n t ingwere seen here 
d u r i n g the spr ing of 1988. 
Say's Phoebes have a p 
peared here 4 times i n spr ing 
m i g r a t i o n . 

T o k e t e e L a k e : A 75-
acre impoundmentedgedon 
the ups t ream side by low
l a n d r i p a r i a n vegetat ion , 
T o k e t e e L a k e is w o r t h 

b i r d i n g any t i m e o f year. Passerine 
numbers peak d u r i n g l a t e A p r i l and the 
f i r s t h a l f of M a y . Breed ing b irds here 
inc lude Canada Geese, Common M e r 
ganser , Wood Duck: , W i l l o w Flycatcher, 
Y e l l o w W a r b l e r , a n d Black -headed 
Grosbeak. Double-crested Cormorants 
summer here and have at tempted to 
nest. Peregrine Falcons occasionally 
make an appearance and i t is possible 
they breed somewhere i n the area. F r o m 
November t h r o u g h J a n u a r y , a mixed 
water fowl fl ock of mode st si ze reside s on 
the lake , w i t h most b irds generally us-
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vegetation offers a s t rong a t t rac t i on for 
these b i rds , and they feed heav i ly i n 
preparat ion for the f l i g h t to w i n t e r i n g 
g r o u n d s e l s e w h e r e . T h o u s a n d s o f 
Amer i can Coots, hundreds of Amer i can 
Wigeon and Lesser Scaup, and dozens of 
Common and Hooded Mergansers dot 
the lake at t h i s t i m e . Common and Red-
t h r o a t e d L o o n , Red -necked Grebe , 
Clark 's Grebe, W h i t e - w i n g e d Scoter, 
Red-breasted M e r g a n s e r , E u r a s i a n 
Wigeon, and H e r r i n g and Bonaparte 's 
Gulls have been seen among this flock. 
Other possibil ities w i l l be obvious for 
the eager b irder . 

The bestlocation f r o m w h i c h to v iew 
th i s flock is at the South Shore Picnic 
Area at the south end o f the lake , acces
sible by paved road f r o m the D i a m o n d 
Lake loop road. E a r l y m o r n i n g i s best, as 
h u m a n interference and heat d is tor t ion 
is m i n i m a l . 

The sheltered nor thwes t corner of 
the lake supports a smal ler flock of b irds 
concurrent ly , ch ie f ly Barrow 's Go ld -
eneyes, Buffleheads, E a r e d Grebes, and 
an occasional loon. A flock o f 50 Red
heads l ingered here d u r i n g November 
1987. N u m b e r s of E a r e d Grebes, never 
common elsewhere i n Western Oregon, 
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reached 100 d u r i n g early October 1989. 
accompanied by 11 S u r f Scoters. A Pa
cific Loon was seen here on 16 October 
1989. Reach t h i s spot v ia the D iamond 
Lake loop, p u l l i n g out at the Lake Creek 
out let p a r k i n g lo t short ly east of the 
nor thwest corner of the lake . 

— - ii i_- : anadjacentbasinwhich 
• : : • i j la ted mixed-vegetation 

— - - •- := small b u t very lovely. 
Tr ---- is are always w o r t h v is -

•--z 7~-T — ••• be considered to com-
z-.~-. '- '-.-- ~.'.est b i r d i n g spots i n 
T V i i : — " - - Z Their isolated nature , 

vegetation offers a s t rong a t t rac t i on for 
these b i rds , and they feed heav i ly i n 
preparat ion for the f l i g h t to w i n t e r i n g 
g r o u n d s e l s e w h e r e . T h o u s a n d s o f 
Amer i can Coots, hundreds of Amer i can 
Wigeon and Lesser Scaup, and dozens of 
Common and Hooded Mergansers dot 
the lake at t h i s t i m e . Common and Red-
t h r o a t e d L o o n , Red -necked Grebe , 
Clark 's Grebe, W h i t e - w i n g e d Scoter, 
Red-breasted M e r g a n s e r , E u r a s i a n 
Wigeon, and H e r r i n g and Bonaparte 's 
Gulls have been seen among this flock. 
Other possibil ities w i l l be obvious for 
the eager b irder . 

The bestlocation f r o m w h i c h to v iew 
th i s flock is at the South Shore Picnic 
Area at the south end o f the lake , acces
sible by paved road f r o m the D i a m o n d 
Lake loop road. E a r l y m o r n i n g i s best, as 
h u m a n interference and heat d is tor t ion 
is m i n i m a l . 

The sheltered nor thwes t corner of 
the lake supports a smal ler flock of b irds 
concurrent ly , ch ie f ly Barrow 's Go ld -
eneyes, Buffleheads, E a r e d Grebes, and 
an occasional loon. A flock o f 50 Red
heads l ingered here d u r i n g November 
1987. N u m b e r s of E a r e d Grebes, never 
common elsewhere i n Western Oregon, 
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Thelake is s l o w b i r d i n g d u r i n g m u c h 
of the rest of the year. Smal l numbers of 
m i g r a n t water fowl appear on the lake 
d u r i n g m i d - and late spr ing . Common 
Loons and H o r n e d Grebes are probably 
regular at th i s t ime . Barrow's Golden-
eye is by far the most common nest ing 
duck, and f a m i l y groups m a y be en
countered anywhere along the lakeshore 
f r o m June into September. N i n e broods 
of Barrow's Goldeneyes were raised on 
D i a m o n d Lake d u r i n g 1989. 

The lake generally remains open 
u n t i l early December, then remains ice-
covered u n t i l about m i d - A p r i l . 

D i a m o n d L a k e s e w a g e p o n d s : 
These ponds serve the D iamond Lake 
resort and campgrounds. Access is re 
str icted , and the ponds are surrounded 
by a cyclone fence w i t h a locked gate. 
Satisfactory views w i t h spot t ing scope 
m a y be enj oyed f r o m around the edges of 
the fenced enclosure. There are 4 t rea t -
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high — • — l o c a t i o n (5400 feet), and 
value as an undis turbed oasis for w a 
terfowl make them avaluable andunique 
habi tat w i t h i n th i s area. Recent checks 
of th i s site have indicated an exc i t ing 
potent ia l for unusua l f inds. To reach the 
D iamond Lake sewage ponds, t u r n west 
from the nor thern accessroadfromHwy. 
138 to D i a m o n d Lake about hal fway 
f rom the lodge to the h ighway , across 
the intersect ion f r o m the boldly signed 
Howlock M o u n t a i n t r a i l h e a d and horse 
corrals. One-tenth m i l e down this road, 
t u r n right onto a red cinder road near a 
large warehouse and w i n t e r sports area. 
The ponds l ie at the end of th is road. 

The best t imes to b i r d the sewage 
ponds are f rom late A p r i l in to late M a y , 
and from about the middle of September 
u n t i l the end of October. A wide assort
ment of ducks m a y be found here on 
most vis i ts . Barrow's Goldeneye is the 
most common duck d u r i n g June and 

0 ; - • : » = ; a : i SEASONAL ABUNDANCE 
:== EtP ARR.'l'EP SPR SUN FALL WIN 

SEHIPALNATE! PLOVER 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 l< 119861 1 1 1 11 5b 1 1 1 Ci i ; 
' i l l l 

i i i 
KILL DEER 1 1 I 

l i i t i i i i i i i 
. . | . 1 .1 I 1 K l l Sbj74j9 

1 i 1 1 1 l 
! 1 II 1 U 1 R 1 1 

1 1 I 
BLACK-NECKED STILT I 1 I 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! I I I 
I 1 ' 111871 I I I I I 11 5b 

• 1 1 1 1 1 
1 1 1 Ca 1 1 1 1 
i i i I 1 1 1 

1 1 1 
GREATER VELL0SLE6S 1 I 1 

1 1 t 1 1 t 1 1 i ' ! 
1 i 1 i ! .1 i 1 1 1 5i>,c;P 

1 ! 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 R 1 1 R 1 1 
! I l l l 

Lt;:tK ir.LLUSi.tC3 I 1 i 

. SOLITARY SANDPIPER I i 1 
! 1 ! i 1 ! ! ! ! 11 
I.. 1 . ! „ ! „ ! . 1 1 . I I 5b i i i Ca i i R j t 

1 i ! j i 

KIllET I ! 1 * ! 19901 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 5b 
I [ | ; i J •• ' 1 : ; 

I Ci ' : i 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER I 1 ! 
1 ) 1 I 1 1 ! 1 I * 1 

! | i ! i j ! 1 1 N i | 5b,:;9 
i j i i i i I I l i l t 

1 : 1 i it i 0 i " 1 

LONG-BILLED CUF.LEK ! 1 ! 
I I I i I i 1 t i 11 
l« 119101 1 1 1 1 ! ] j | St ! 1 ! Z i ! 1 

SEMPALHATEO SANDPIPER I 1 i 1 1 1 l« 119691 1 1 ] 1 11 5b,c 
l l l l l f t l l ! ! ! 

1 1 1 1 ! Ca I ! 
1 1 j ! i 1 I 

WESTERN SANDPIPER 1 1 1 
1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 i i 1 
I . . 1 . 1 J j 1 1 1 1 I ! i 5 b , c 
1 1 1 i i ! 1 ' I 1 ! ! 

1 1 1 Ca I 1 * i 1 
I I I I 1 t 1 

LEAST SANDPIPER i 1 I 
1 1 I I I ! 1 1 1 1 11 

1 1 1 1 . . . 1 . ! ) 1 1 i 11 5 b , c 
i 1 1 I 1 1 i 1 I I ! ! 

1 1 1 i ! I 
IMS/5 -2 * I6-S/B-2* 1 6 1 i ii 1 j 
1 1 I > i • i 

BAIRD'S SANDPIPER 1 I 1 
I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 M 
1 1 1 i i 1... 1 1 1 i II 5b,c 
1 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 & I 1 
1 1 1 1 I 1 1 

DUNLIN I I I 
1 1 1 1 1 1 ) 1 1 1 t 1 
1 . . 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 . . 1 1 1 1 1 
i i i i i t i i i i l l 

1 i I Ca 1 1 Ca 1 1 

LONG-BILLED DCilTCr.ER 1 | i 
1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 1 1 
1 1 1 1 . . 1 1 1 : 1 1 5b,c 
1 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 1 1 II 

I |7-7,".S-:7 1 | I R l 1 
1 1 i 1 i 1 1 
1 1 i n I K 1 II 1 Ci 1 

I 1 i 
HILSON'S PHALAROPE I i 1 

1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 I I - -
1 1 | | | 1 1 1 1 1 N I I 5b,c 
i i : I i I I i I I i 1 

i 5 - U / f e r e e d s i b r « 4 s / B - l 1 U 1 R i R 1 1 
1 i i I 1 1 1 

RED-NECT'ED FKALARGFE I i j 
1 1 t I 1 I I 1 1 I M 
i 1 . . . 1 1 . . L . . J 1 I ! 1 11 5 1 

l l l l i i l l I ! 1 1 

I S - i T / — I7-M/B-31 1 Ca 1 1 Ca 1 i 
1 j 1 1 1 i i 

t 1 f 
RED PHALAROPE I 1 i 

1 1 1 I 1 I 1 1 1 1 11 
j i j | | | 119841* I I 9 S 8 I ! ! 5 b 
i i t 1 I 1 t I 1 1 ! 1 

1 1 1 1 Ci | i 
1 1 I 1 1 1 

BONAFARTE'S 6ULL i 1 1 
1 I 1 1 J 1 1 1 1 1 ' 1 
1 I ...I I 1 1 ! 11 5b 
I i i i 1 I I 1 1 ! ! i 

1 1 1 Ca I 1 Ca 1 1 
1 1 1 1 I 1 1 

RIN6-BILLED GULL I 1 1 
! 1 I I 1 1 1 1 1 l i 1 
1 . . . . 1 i 1 . j L . . . I . . . . I . i I M a 
1 1 1 i I 1 t I 1 1 1 1 

:<-:.•'— 17-16/11-1 . 1 Ca 1 P. 1 ft i 1 
1 1 i ! 1 1 1 1 i 

CALIFORNIA GULL I 1 1 
i l l 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 II 

i i i i i i i i i i i i 
15-15/sm i — /12-13 | U | C 1 C 1 1 
1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 

HERRIN3 6ULL 1 1 1 
i i i \ i i i i 11 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 . . I . . . 1 1 II 5b I iio-16/u-io i ; ; Ci I 

[ i - — » 1 

Oregon Birds 17(1): 6, Spring 1991 



J u l y , and a few broods appear on the 
ponds a t t h i s t i m e . N e a r l y a l l o f the 
goldeneyes occurr ing here d u r i n g s u m 
mer are inbasicp lumage. M a l l a r d , Wood 
D u c k , a n d Buf f lehead have also nested 
here. N o r t h e r n Shoveler, Green-winged 
Teal , Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked Duck , 
and Buf f l ehead predominate d u r i n g 
periods of peak w a t e r f o w l m i g r a t i o n . 
Snowy E g r e t has been here i n late M a y , 
and S u r f Scoter twice i n mid-October. 
Flocks of "Cack l ing" Canada Geese have 
overf lown the ponds twice d u r i n g Octo
ber. 

The grassy m a r s h on the southwest 
side of the enclosure contains a very 
smal l pond u n t i l the end of J u l y . Greater 
and Lesser Yel lowlegs, So l i tary Sand
piper, Long-b i l led Dowitcher , and West
e r n and Least Sandpipers have stopped 
here, w i t h a d u l t L e a s t Sandpipers be ing 
regular d u r i n g J u l y and n u m b e r i n g as 
m a n y as 150 b i rds . Baird ' s Sandpiper 
and Semipalmated Sandpiper have been 
noted on one occasion each. T h i s parcel 
of semi-open h a b i t a t is a magnet for 
Savannah Sparrows, Western M e a d -
owlarks , W a t e r P ip i t s , and blackbirds . 
Ye l low-headed B l a c k b i r d s are occa
sionally seen d u r i n g late s p r i n g and 
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ear ly summer , though t h e y are not 
k n o w n to nest here. 

A Grasshopper Sparrow was seen 
here i n A u g u s t 1987. Single Ches tnut -
collared Longspurs were encountered i n 
ear ly October 1987, mid -September 
1989, and ear ly October 1989. A Swamp 
Sparrow t u r n e d u p i n the cat ta i l patch 
on 20 Oct 1989. Brewer 's Sparrow has 
been seen twice i n late summer . Vesper 
Sparrows are regu lar here i n very smal l 
numbers . Rough-legged H a w k , N o r t h 
e r n H a r r i e r , A m e r i c a n K e s t r e l , and 
N o r t h e r n Goshawk have been seen a t 
the ponds. A Loggerhead Shr ike ap-
peared in early M a y 1989. Black-backed 
Woodpeckers are heard or seen fre 
quent ly a t the forest edge. Th is site 
promises to provide m a n y i n t e r e s t i n g 
records i n coming seasons. 

L e m o l o L a k e : T h i s hydropower 
forebay is a contrast to D i a m o n d Lake , 
i n t h a t i t s b i r d i n g potent ia l fails to l ive 
up to i n i t i a l expectations. A n apparent 
lack of adequate submergent vegetat ion 
appears to be the factor w h i c h l i m i t s 
waterfowl numbers and variety. No large 
flocks assemble at Lemolo, and only a n 
occasional loon, grebe, or shorebird en
l ivens the lake at most t imes. A Red-
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necked Grebe was seen here i n Novem
ber 1987, three Red-breasted M e r g a n 
sers i n November 1988, and a r e m a r k 
able Black-necked S t i l t appearedin June 
1986. S t i l l , i t is w o r t h a check d u r i n g f a l l 
m i g r a t i o n , as i t i s easily b irded i n near-
e n t i r e t y f r o m the lake shore j u s t below 
Lemolo L a k e Lodge, or f r o m the boat 
l a n d i n g a t Poole Creek C.G. Reach 
Lemolo L a k e f r o m the w e l l - m a r k e d 
j u n c t i o n on H w y . 138, t r a v e l l i n g n o r t h 5 
mi les to the lodge. 

T h o r n P r a i r i e : A n extensive semi-
n a t u r a l b rush f i e ld , w i t h a flavor more 
l i k e C e n t r a l Oregon t h a n the Western 
Cascades. Accessed v ia T h o r n Prair ie 
Road, FS 3401-700. I t is about 7 miles 
east of Toketee Ranger Stat ion . T h o r n 
P r a i r i e looks formidable , w i t h i t s b lan 
k e t of spiny M o u n t a i n W h i t e t h o r n and 
p r i c k l y c u r r e n t , b u t is actual ly not dif
f i cu l t to wander t h r o u g h i n search of the 
M o u n t a i n Q u a i l , Calliope H u m m i n g 
b i rds , D u s k y Flycatchers, and Green-
ta i l ed Towhees t h a t occur here f rom 
early M a y t h r o u g h mid -summer . Cattle 
are to be encountered d u r i n g most 
months of the year. 

F o r e s t h a b i t a t s : T h i s por t ion of 
the Cascades is forested w i t h a m i x t u r e 
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of conifer species common to b o t h the 
Cascade Range a n d to the n o r t h e r n S i 
e r ra Nevada. Shor t side t r i p s f r o m H w y . 
138 up m a i n logg ing roads, such as 
Copeland Creek (FS Rd. #28/3701), Slide 
Creek (FS 4775), F i s h Creek (FS 37), 
and Toketee-Rigdon (FS 34) offer expe
riences i n b i r d i n g roadside o ld -growth 
stands ofDouglas-f ir , Western Hemlock, 
Sugar Pine , Ponderosa P ine , a n d I n 
cense-cedar. A t h igher elevations, F i s h 
Creek Rd. (FS 37), Three Lakes Rd . (FS 
3703), Bear Creek Rd. (4785) and other 
1 -lane roads w i t h pul louts transect lower 
subalpine forests ofDouglas-fir, Western 
Whi te Pine, Shasta Red F i r , Pacific Silver 
F i r , and E n g e l m a n n Spruce. M i l e s o f 
west-side Lodgepole Pine stands are 
easily b i rded f r o m roads i n the v i c i n i t y 
of Lemolo L a k e a n d D i a m o n d Lake . 

Characteristic summer birds of older 
conifer forest on the D i s t r i c t are B lue 
Grouse, N o r t h e r n P y g m y - O w l , Pi leated 
Woodpecker, Red-breasted Sapsucker 
(perhaps t h e most abundant woodpecker 
d u r i n g the nest ing season), Hammond 's 
Flycatcher, Chestnut-backed Chickadee, 
M o u n t a i n C h i c k a d e e ( r e s t r i c t e d t o 
lodgepole stands, where abundant) , Red-
breasted N u t h a t c h , A m e r i c a n Robin , 

H e r m i t T h r u s h , Golden-crowned K i n g 
le t , Ye l l ow- rumped ("Audubon's") W a r 
bler, H e r m i t Warb ler ( themostabundant 
w a r b l e r i n D o u g l a s - f i r f o r e s t s ) , 
MacGi l l i v ray ' s Warb ler , Red Crossbi l l , 
a n d Dark-eyed Junco. 

D u r i n g the f a l l o f1985 and again i n 
la te s u m m e r 1989, s m a l l numbers o f 
W h i t e - w i n g e d Crossbills were found up 
F S #4786 i n the v i c i n i t y of O l d M a n 
Camp. I t is not k n o w n whether the b irds 
nested i n the area. 

Spotted Owls are uncommon on the 
D i s t r i c t , and m a y be dec l in ing due to 
h a b i t a t loss, b u t intensive surveys have 
suggested t h a t they r e m a i n well -scat
tered i n very smal l numbers i n large 
blocks of older t i m b e r across the lower 
and midd le elevations. A t th i s w r i t i n g 
there is b u t one k n o w n B a r r e d O w l pa i r 
on the D i s t r i c t . 

C l e a r c u t t i m b e r s a l e u n i t s : A l 
t h o u g h the hundreds of clearcuts scat
tered across the D i s t r i c t m a y be con
sidered v i sua l ly d i s rupt ive , they are of
t e n very in te res t ing b i r d i n g . D i f f e r i n g 
elevation, slope, exposure, and regro w t h 
vegetation cause no 2 clearcuts to be 
q u i t e a l i k e . M o s t c learcuts can be 
sampled f r o m roadside or centra l l a n d -
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i n g . The qu ie t o f the mounta ins allows 
b i r d song to carry a greater distance 
t h a n is often t r u e of l o w l a n d b i r d i n g . 
The n u m b e r a n d var i e ty of songbirds i n 
m a n y clearcuts demands t h a t one h ike 
i n t o t h e m for best views of nest ing and 
territorial behavior . 

Typ i ca l species o f younger clearcut 
u n i t s on the D i s t r i c t are M o u n t a i n Qua i l 
(local), N o r t h e r n F l i cker , D u s k y F l y 
catcher, House W r e n , B u s h t i t (local), 
A m e r i c a n Rob in , W e s t e r n B l u e b i r d , 
M o u n t a i n B l u e b i r d (higher elevations), 
Townsend's Sol i ta ire , Nashv i l l e W a r 
bler (most abundant w a r b l e r i n such 
habitats ) , Lazul i B u n t i n g , Purple Finch, 
Cassin's F i n c h (large clearcuts which 
leave trees), Whi te - c rowned Sparrow, 
Dark-eyed Junco, and Song Sparrow. 

K e y to p r e f e r r e d h a b i t a t s 
The hab i ta ts i n w h i c h each species 

is most f requent ly or readi ly found are 
l i s ted below. T h i s tentative guidel ine, 
basedupon major p l a n t communit ies , i s 
presented for i t s possible use as a b i r d -
finding a id , and as an indicator or the 
subtle dist inct ions i n habi tats chosen by 
b irds on the D i s t r i c t . 
1 . Coniferous forest; no m a r k e d pref-
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l a . 

l b . 

l c . 

I d . 

l e . 

I f . 

2. 

2a. 

erence to type. 
L o w e r - and middle -e levat ion D o u -
glas-fir/associated conifer forest. 
Lower subalpine forest: M o u n t a i n 
Hemlock/Shasta Red Fir/associ ates; 
most ly above 4500 feet on eastern 
o n e - t h i r d of d i s t r i c t , locally west
w a r d . 
M i x e d l o w e r - e l e v a t i o n coni fers / 
hardwoods /shrubs , most ly below 
3000 feet on W o n e - t h i r d of d i s t r i c t . 
Lodgepole Pine forest and open

ings, most ly above 4000 feet on E 
o n e - t h i r d of d i s t r i c t . 
Forest / t imber h a r v e s t - u n i t edge, 
most ly a t lower and midd le eleva
tions. 
Ponderosa P ine forest or p i n e -
dominated forest, and forest edge. 
M o s t l y below 4000 feet on western 
o n e - t h i r d o f d i s t r i c t , b u t local ly 
a r o u n d Kelsay V a l l e y and else
where. 
Temperate r i p a r i a : B lack Cot ton -
wood/wi l low/Red A lder / shrub asso
ciates, around lakes and streams, 
most ly below 3500 feet. 
M o n t a n e r i p a r i a : w i l l o w s / S i t k a 
A lder /Red -Os ie r Dogwood /shrub 
and forb associates, around lakes 

and streams and adjacent mead
ows, most ly above 3500 feet. 

3. B r u s h assoc iat ions w i t h some 
characteristics of Upper Sonoran 
Zone chaparral of southwest Oregon, 
includingone or more of the fol lowing 
p lants : Oregon W h i t e Oak, Poison-
O a k , T a l l O r e g o n - G r a p e , 
Oceanspray, Deerbrush, Wedgeleaf 
B u c k b r u s h , or H a i r y (Whi te ) M a n -
zanita . Very local; a few patches 
below 2000 feet i n N o r t h U m p q u a 
River canyon at wes tern edge of 
dis tr i c t . 

4. Clearcuts or s i m i l a r semi-open ar 
eas w i t h i n the forest; no m a r k e d 
preference to type. 

4a. C learcuts o n d r i e r sites, o f t en 
s o u t h e r n exposures , g r o w n t o 
Snowbrush (Sl ickleaf Ceanothus) , 
c u r r a n t , G r e e n l e a f M a n z a n i t a , 
M o u n t a i n W h i t e t h o r n , etc., w i t h or 
w i t h o u t scattered conifer saplings. 

4b. Clearcuts on moister sites, often 
n o r t h e r n exposures, g r o w n m a i n l y 
to s a p l i n g conifers a n d var i ous 
characterist ic moist-site shrubs. 

4c. Clearcuts w i t h m i n i m a l vegetation, 
w i t h or w i t h o u t exposed rock. 

4d. Clearcuts w i t h m u c h exposed rock 
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(outcrops, boulders , r ough scree, 
road side-cast spoil , etc.) w i t h or 
w i t h o u t m u c h vegetation. 

5. W a t e r ; no m a r k e d preference to 
type. 

5a. Streams. 
5b. L a k e s , r e s e r v o i r s , h y d r o p o w e r 

forebays, a n d sewage t r e a t m e n t 
ponds. 

5c. M a r s h e s , w e t m e a d o w s , bogs, 
grassy shorelines, etc. 

6. Large ver t i ca l rock outcrops or 
heads; most ly below 3500 feet i n 
canyons of Clearwater and N o r t h 
U m p q u a Rivers . 

7. A t or about h u m a n habitat ions or 
constructions. 

7a. Fields, meadows, lawns, spi l lways, 
sewage-pond dikes, powerl ine cor
r idors , etc. 

8. T imber l ine and alpine areas,mostly 
above 7000 feet along Cascade crest 
at E edge of d i s t r i c t , locally west
w a r d . 

9. M o s t often seen f l y i n g over. 
Notes: As greater t h a n 95 percent of 

all waterfowl occurring on the Distr ict are 
found at Diamond Lake, seasonal abun
dance is meant to pertain to that site. 
Smaller bodies of water reflect similar 
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relat ive abundance for m a n y species; 
however, most of the uncommon species 
maybe encountered only at Diamond Lake 
and sparingly elsewhere. 
E a r l i e s t a n d l a t e s t a r r i v a l a n d 
d e p a r t u r e d a t e s . 

M i g r a n t s are selected for w h i c h 
there is m e a n i n g f u l data . 
K e y to s e a s o n a l a b u n d a n c e 

The 4 seasons o f the year have been 
used to categorize b i r d a c t i v i t y i n t i m e . 
General ly , the f o l l ow ing guidel ine ap
plies: M a r c h t h r o u g h M a y is Spr ing ; 
J u n e t h r o u g h A u g u s t i s Summer ; Sep
tember t h r o u g h November is F a l l ; and 
December t h r o u g h F e b r u a r y is W i n t e r . 
B i r d s do not , however, m i g r a t e or reside 
i n a n area i n s t r i c t accordance w i t h such 
arb i t rary designations. Spr ingmigra t i on 
for w a t e r f o w l commences as ear ly as 
February , b u t some t r o p i c a l - w i n t e r i n g 
songbirds do not ar r ive u n t i l m i d - M a y , 
or even June . S i m i l a r l y , w h i l e most 
songbirds d e p a r t s o u t h w a r d d u r i n g 
A u g u s t and September, the f a l l passage 
of w a t e r f o w l a n d some b i r d s o f prey 
usua l ly does not peak u n t i l October or 
even November . Shorebirds w h i c h nest 
i n the h i g h la t i tudes beg in appear ing 

t o n e r s mat 
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here i n f a l l m i g r a t i o n as early as the 
second week of J u l y , d u r i n g the ta i l - end 
of the breeding season for most local ly-
nest ing species. A l t h o u g h these waders 
m a y appear d u r i n g mid - summer , t h e i r 
occurrence at t h i s t i m e of year have, as 
a r u l e , been indicated under the f a l l 
season heading. 

A B U N D A N C E is defined as follows: 
A a b u n d a n t . Occurs i n l a r g e 

numbers throughout preferred habitats . 
C common. Less numerous t h a n 

above, b u t p r e d i c t a b l y d i s t r i b u t e d 
t h r o u g h o u t most or a l l o f pre ferred 
habi tats . 

U uncommon. Occurs either i n l o w 
density over a large area, or is restr ic ted 
to hab i ta ts covering only a smal l po r t i on 
of the d is t r i c t . 

R rare . Occurs i n very smal l n u m 
bers d u r i n g the season indicated. U s u 
a l ly restr i c ted to specialized or scarce 
h a b i t a t types. 

Ca casual. Status inde f in i te : gen
era l l y e i ther somewhat out-of-range or 
out -o f -habi tat . Refers to m a n y water -
and shorebirds for w h i c h l i m i t e d h a b i 
t a t i s available. As a r u l e , one to three 
local records. 
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? Indicates species m a y occur at 
t h i s season, b u t there have been no 
observations made. To be looked for. 

H y b r i d s n o t e d o n D i s t r i c t : 
C o m m o n Goldeneye X Barrow 's 

Goldeneye - 1 record, w i n t e r Toketee 
Lake . 

"Red-shafted" X "Yellow-shafted" 
F l i cker - numerous s ight ings i n spr ing , 
f a l l . 

Whi te - c rowned X Golden-crowned 
Sparrow - 1 record, spr ing , Toketee R.S. 

Editor's Note: Douglas County 
Western Cascades table continues on 
following 2 pages. 
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Better Birds and Gardens 
Days are g r o w i n g longer and now is 

the t ime to s t a r t t h i n k i n g about t u r n i n g 
your garden in to a haven for b irds . Y o u 
can receive a free copy of an art ic le f rom 
Living Bird magazine t h a t tells you how 
to get started. Living Bird is the quar 
ter ly publ icat ion o f the Cornel l Labora
tory of Orni tho logy , a membership orga
nizat ion for the study, appreciat ion, and 
conservation of b irds , located on a 200-
acre w i ld l i f e sanctuary i n I thaca , N e w 
Y o r k . 

The Lab recently remodeled i ts b i r d 
feeding area to create a state-of-the-art 
garden t h a t exemplifies the techniques 
you can use to a t t r a c t b irds to your own 
property. 

U s i n g a design by Cornel l landscape 
architect M a r v i n A d e l m a n , funds f rom 
generous sponsors, bulldozers, and a lo t 
of thought and sweat, Lab staf f t r a n s 
formed a glor i f ied mudpuddle behind 
the Observatory in to a ver i table av ian 
mecca. 

F irs t theyrep lacedthe straight-edge 

shore of the pond w i t h a more attract ive 
and accessible c u r v i n g l ine . Then they 
p l a n t e d t r e e s , v i n e s , s h r u b s , a n d 
groundcover to a t t rac t and feed birds 
year round : conifers, Juneberry , bush 
honeysuckle, w i n terberry , t r u m p e t v i n e . 
F i n a l l y , they added new, squirrel -resis
t a n t feeders, a b i r d b a t h , and a w a t e r f a l l . 

The garden now contains a l l the 
elements of an ideal b i r d a t t r a c t i n g gar
den. I t provides a range of elevations for 
perching and nest ing. I t produces a va 
riety of seeds, gra ins , and f r u i t . Food is 
present every m o n t h of the year. Edges 
between dif ferent types of plants and 
between water and l a n d are extensive, 
and the curved edge attracts b irds and 
gives the best v i e w i n g for observers. 
Already they have noticed an increase i n 
the number and var ie ty of birds v i s i t i n g 
the garden — a waste land has become a 
treat for Lab staff and v is i tors . I n fact, at 
least 1 pa i r of Amer i can Robins took 
advantage of the renovations before they 
were even completed: i t b u i l t a nest i n an 

u n p l a n t e d conifer. 
Y o u r budget m a y not p e r m i t you to 

h ire a b u l l dozer, b u t for a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope you can l earn more 
about landscaping for b i rds , inc lud ing 
suggestions o f p lants , b irds they w i l l 
a t t rac t , and sources for detailed p lant 
l ists and gardening ideas. W r i t e to: 

Cornel l Laboratory of Ornithology 
E I S Dept. N l 
159 Sapsucker Woods Road 
I thaca , N Y 14850 
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Cooper Ornithological Society and American 
Ornithologists' Union resolutions 

The COS and AOU met jointly on 
25-30 June 1990 at Los Angeles, Califor
nia. The followingjoint resolutions may 
be of interest to Oregon birders: 
R E S O L U T I O N S U P P O R T I N G 
F U N D I N G F O R T H E F I S H A N D 
W I L D L I F E C O N S E R V A T I O N A C T 
O F 1980 

Whereas the U.S. Congress enacted 
the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 
of 1980 to accelerate preparation offish 
and wildlife conservation plans, to ex
ecute management actions, to maintain 
and perpetuate non-game wildlife and 
fish habitats and populations, and to 

provide grants to the states for these 
purposes, and 

Whereas by directing attention to 
non-game species, populations and 
habitats and by integrating all verte
brate fish and wildlife under a single 
management concept, the Act represents 
a keystone in the system of federal grants 
to the states for the conservation of all 
unconfined vertebrates, and 

Whereas the Congress has never 
appropriated funds for the Act, 

Therefore be i t resolved that the 
American Ornithologists' Union and the 
Cooper Ornithological Society urge the 

Congress to provide a continuing and 
adequate source of funds to permit the 
Act to become fully operational, and 
that at least $25 million be authorized 
and appropriated annually, starting with 
fiscal year 1991 (October 1,1990), unti l 
funds from an identified and approved 
continuing source become available for 
allocation to the States. 
C O M M E N D A T I O N O F T H E C O N 
S E R V A T I O N S T R A T E G Y F O R 
T H E N O R T H E R N S P O T T E D O W L 

Whereas the Northern Spotted Owl 
(Strixoccidentalis caurina) has declined 
due to commercial logging of oldgrowth 
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